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(Hommontumltl) of JlTaesatljusctts.
INSPECTORS' REPORT.
To His Excellency John A. Andrew, Governor, and to the
Honorable Council
:
The Inspectors of the State Almshouse, Tewksbury, beg leave
herewith to present the Ninth Annual Report of the institution.
The period has again come round, when it becomes our duty
to render to your Excellency, and, through you, to the Legisla-
ture, and to the people of the Commonwealth, an account of
our stewardship over this great and important" public trust. It
is a subject of profound acknowledgment to the Great Dis-
poser, that no desolating sickness has invaded the institution,
that no calamity has befallen the many hundreds of living souls
congregated within its walls.
Hereto annexed will be found the reports of the Superintend-
ent, the Physician, and the Chaplain, which will present to your
Excellency a plain exhibit of the affairs of the institution,
external and internal. In the general management of the farm
it has been our design, not so much to introduce new and
experimental methods of cultivation, as to improve upon old
and established ones. It is well known, that when the Com-
monwealth first became the proprietor of this estate, it was in
a miserably exhausted condition ; it was made up of land in
part exceedingly light and sandy, and in part rough and stony.
To render it productive was the work of time, and an increased
amount of labor, together with a free use of fertilizers. Time
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has rolled on, and the labor of the paupers has been advan-
tageously applied ; more so, doubtless, than it could have been
in any other available department of industry ; and year by
year it has become more and more productive, till the present
year fifty tons of hay were cut, where nine years ago there could
not have been gathered as many pounds. For a detailed
account of the produce of the farm, we beg leave to refer to the
Superintendent's report. It is apparent that in order to bring
the farm to a good state of productiveness, to retain it so, and
still to improve it, a free use of manures is requisite ; and hence
it has been a paramount object to make these at home, as being
both more convenient and economical. The experiment intro-
duced three years ago, of producing our own milk, an article
demanded in such large quantities, has been a successful one,
as the statistics of the Superintendent will show ; beside fur-
nishing the house with this prime necessary better than ever
before, the manure heap has been largely increased. Time has
justified the wisdom of a measure, the expediency of which
was doubted by many.
At the rendering of our last Annual Report, we were
engaged in building a suitable house for the reception of those
afflicted with contagious diseases ; the old building previously
used for the purpose, was nearly gone to decay, and beside was too
near the public highway to be altogether safe. The benefits of
the new structure have already been most amply demonstrated.
It is well understood, that when children are congregated
together in great numbers, especially those drawn from the
lower walks of life, there is constant danger of the out-break
of a contagion, and most intractable disease of the eyes, that
requires for the safety of the household, complete isolation of
the diseased ones. By means of our new house, we have been
enabled to effect this isolation perfectly, thereby putting the
invalid children where they could have the advantages of good
air and judicious treatment, and securing the sound ones from
the inevitable contagion. It is a well known fact, that a large
proportion of the inmates of our State almshouses consists of
children, ranging from infants to those twelve or more years
old ; many of them are orphans, and many who are not literally
so, have parents unable to take care of them, or wholly unfitted
for the task ; but these are all children of a Common Parent,
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and providentially placed under the tutelage and care of the
Commonwealth. It becomes our duty to educate them and to
train them up to useful pursuits. Here is a point which we
think is apt to be overlooked, when contrasting our present
mode of providing for the State poor, with the system that
formerly prevailed, but a point of great importance, in its
bearing upon the destiny of these homeless ones. These children
and youth, brought together at few points, are readily gathered
into schools, and made the subjects of moral discipline and
training; these could hardly be expected to be furnished them,
when sparsely scattered over the whole extent of the State.
There would hardly be enough in any one place, if we except
the cities and large towns, to make it an object to provide for
them, and they would almost necessarily become neglected and
uninstructed.
Our school has continued to be a cherished object of regard,
and the past year no lack of interest has been perceived, either
on the part of the teachers or pupils.
Rev. Mr. Burtt, the Chaplain, has continued his valuable
Sabbath services, and to his report we invite your attention.
The policy of putting out children to suitable persons as
they attain sufficient age, has been continued, and in this way
good and permanent situations have been provided for several
of the youth of the institution. For a detailed statement of
the sanitary condition of the house, the past year, we refer to
the report of the Physician ; the health of the inmates will be
found to have been as good, as in the average of previous years.
Dr. Brown, who has ably and untiringly presided over the
hospital department, from its foundation, was among the number
of surgeons who gallantly volunteered their services in aid of
our sick and wounded soldiers, in the Virginia Peninsula. He
rendered important services in the hospitals at Yorktown, till
his failing health admonished him to return, and for several
weeks after reaching home, he remained extremely sick. The
medical care of the house during his absence and subsequent
sickness devolved upon Dr. Wood, who administered its affairs
to our entire satisfaction. The Inspectors take this occasion to
acknowledge the receipt from the Executive Department of the
Government, of a liberal supply of men's garments; those
originally intended for our soldiers, but discarded for others,
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have proved most timely and serviceable and will diminish our
clothing account very materially. Our position having neces-
sarily brought us into frequent intercourse with Hon. Mr.
Wheelwright, Alien Commissioner, we shall not be thought
obtrusive, or as travelling out of the line of our duty, in
bearing witness to the zeal with which he has labored for the
interest of the Commonwealth, so far as those labors have come
under our observation.
Of the fidelity of the Superintendent and Matron we cannot
speak too strongly ; their watchfulness over the interests of the
institution is constant and unremitted, and they are especially
deserving the confidence of the Executive. In truth all the
employes in the service of the State, in this institution, appear
to us to act with a single eye to its best good.
STEPHEN MANSUR,
DANIEL P. FITZ,
GEO. P. ELLIOT,
Inspectors.
1862.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT—No. 31.
Agreeably to the statutes of the Commonwealth, the following
table is presented
:
Live stock on farm,
Produce of farm on hand,
Carriages and agricultural implements,
Machinery and mechanical fixtures,
Beds, bedding, and other furniture in inmates' department,
Furniture in Superintendent's department,
Ready-made clothing, .
Dry goods, .
Provisions and groceries,
Drugs and medicines, .
Fuel, ....
Library,
Caloric-engine, water-pipe, and building,
Hay and grain, ....
Coffins and lumber,
Office furniture, ....
Surgical instruments, &c,
Furniture in dispensary,
School books and school furniture,
Boots, shoes and stock,
.
Platform balance hay-scales,
Paints, oils, colors, glass, &c,
Molasses hogsheads, beef and flour barrels,
§4,396 73
3,572 06
2,124 72
4,319 22
9,272 90
2,029 19
3,227 81
889 13
2,053 70
231 51
64 50
37 00
2,000 00
317 44
217 25
181 39
153 95
89 08
236 85
567 59
150 00
57 92
192 00
§36,381 94
There has been paid as follows, for
Salaries.
George Foster, {Inspector,) from October 1, 1861, to
June 1, 1862, §66 67
Expenses, 26 00
Stephen Mansur, {Inspector,') from October 1, 1861, to
September 30, 1862, §115 00
Expenses, 25 10
Dana Holden, {Inspector,) from October 1, 1861, to
June 1, 1862, . . §66 67
Expenses, 22 50
Daniel P. Fitz, {Inspector,) from June 1/1862, to September 30,
1862, '
George P. Elliot, {Inspector,) from June 1, 1862, to September 30,
1862,
$92 67
140 10
89 17
53 33
53 33
Total, Inspectors, §428 60
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Officers.
Thomas J. Marsh and wife, {Superintendent and Matron,) from
October 1, 1861, to September 30, 1862, $1,500 00
Jonathan Brown, (Physician,) from October 1, 1861, to September
30, 1862, 900 00
Elisha Huntington, {Consulting Physician,) from October 1, 1861,
to September 30, 1862, 100 00
J. M. Burtt, (Chaplain,) from October 1, 1861, to Sept. 30, 1862, 400 00
T. P. Bartlett and wife, ( Watchman and Cook for hospitals,) from
October 1, 1861, to September 30, 1862, 400 00
F. E. Gleason and wife, (Teachers,) from October 1, 1861, to
September 30, 1862, 400 00
James Poor, (Farmer,) from October 1, 1861, to Sept. 30, 1862, 360 00
Henry A. Bean, (Engineer,) from October 1, 1861, to September
30, 1862, 300 00
John R. Smith, (Shoemaker,) from October 1, 1861, to September
30, 1862, . 300 00
Thomas J. Marsh, Jr., (Clerk,) from October 1, 1861, to Septem-
ber 30, 1862, 240 00
Charles T. Crosby, (Assistant,) from October 2, 1861, to March
31, 1862, 119 34
George Goodall, (Assistant,) from April 1, 1862, to Sept. 30, 1862, 120 00
M. F. Hutchins, (Teamster,) from October 1, 1861, to September
30, 1862, 240 00
A. S. Barnard, (Cook,) from October 1, 1861, to Sept. 1, 1862, 220 00
Caleb Knight, (Cook,) from September 1, 1862, to Sept. 30, 1862, 20 00
G. G. Bumpus and wife, (Assista?its,) from October 1, 1861, to
January 16, 1862, 145 54
George Holden, (Assistant Farmer,) from October 1, 1861, to
October 14, 1861, 8 84
S. T. Tufts, (Assistant Farmer,) from October 17, 1861, to Novem-
ber 17, 1861, 20 00
Martha M. Hill, (Teacher,) from January 1, 1862, to September
3^1862,
' 117 00
H. P. Holt, (Assistant Farmer,) from October 1, 1861, to Septem-
ber 1, 1862, . . 220 00
Hannah G. Kimball, (Seamstress,) from October 1, 1861, to Septem-
ber 30, 1862, 156 00
Susan M. Banks, (Laundress,) from October 1, 1861, to Septem-
ber 30, 1862, 156 00
Sarah A. Winsby, (Nurse,) from September 28, 1861, to Septem-
ber 30, 1862, . . . 157 29
Martha B. Marsh, (Cook,) from June 23, 1862, to September 30,
1862, 42 36
Euphamia Bryson, (Dairy-maid^) from July 9, 1862, to September
30, 1862, 35 65
$7,106 62
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.
To Messrs. Mansur, Fitz, and Elliot, Inspectors :
Gentlemen,—In submitting herewith the usual report of
this institution for the year ending September 30, 1862, 1 have
the pleasure of congratulating you upon the uninterrupted
prosperity which has attended us.
The favor of a kind Providence has been abundantly mani-
fested in the remarkable health of its inmates, more numerous
than ever before, and has " crowned the year with his good-
ness," by increasing harvests.
The whole number supported during the year has been 2,920,
and the weekly average, 913,—the largest ever known,—and of
this number only 132 have died, being 87 less than last year.
In view of the fact that so many are sent hither in the last
stages of disease, and so many more to linger out the few
remaining months of a troubled life under the protecting care
of the State, this record of mortality is really remarkable.
I am happy, moreover, to be able to report that notwithstand-
ing the increased prices of most articles of consumption, and the
withdrawal of nearly all our able-bodied male inmates—in
consequence of the war—the expenses of the institution have
been materially reduced ; and that there is a probability that
several thousand dollars of the appropriation will not be called
for to meet our current expenses. One reason for this pleasant
result is to be found in the fast-growing productiveness of the
farm, which contributes largely toward supporting the alms-
house. So successful here has been the application of pauper
labor to agricultural pursuits, that it has become a question
whether the purchase of additional land for farming purposes
will not be a step both judicious and economical.
2
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For the results of our year's labor, I respectfully refer you to
the statistics which follow.
Estimated amount of Produce raised on the Farm
Pork, beef, veal, &c., .
304 cords of manure,
32 tons of carrots,
37 tons of beets, .
2,165 bushels of potatoes, .
1 acre sweet corn,
16,260 heads of cabbage, .
100 bushels English turnips,
522^ bushels ruta-bagas,
.
Kitchen vegetables, .
137 bushels onions,
11,500 lbs. squash,
213 bushels of barley, .
50 bushels of rye,
30 bushels of beans,
39| tons of English hay,
18^ tons of rowen hay,
3^ tons of meadow hay,
7 tons of barley straw fodder,
3^ tons of rye straw, .
Appraised value of grass cut for soiling cows,
Green millet,
Profit on 18,189 gallons and 3 quarts of Milk, at 5 cents,
There has been paid as follows
:
$3,735 38
1,216 00
256 00
296 00
866 00
50 00
569 10
20 00
104 50
100 00
137 00
57 50
160 40
45 00
60 00
474 00
166 50
21 00
56 00
35 00
58 00
146 00
909 49
,538 87
Agricultural and mechanical tools, $805 26
Butter, cheese and eggs, 585 99
Crackers, 602 29
Crockery, 217 09
Dry goods, ' . 5,352 63
Flour,
Fresh and salt fish,
Furniture,...........
Hay, straw and grain,
Hats and caps,
Hardware,
Improvements,
Lumber,
Live stock,
Meats and provisions, 6,036 29
Medicines, 453 07
8,439 75
823 19
432 96
3,917 21
57 42
109 65
595 40
187 61
400 30
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Plaster, lime and ashes, $93 24
Repairs, 550 60
Soap and soap stock, 753 17
Shoe stock, 865 02
Smith work, 355 08
Services and wages, 7,464 44
Stationery, newspapers, postage and books, .... 190 12
Transportation of passengers, 359 13
Transportation of freight, 1,176 83
Vegetables, (potatoes and peas,) 1,560 98
West India goods and groceries, 3,678 71
Wooden ware, brooms, &c, 133 86
Wood and coal, 215 50
$46,412 79
Which is the whole amount received from the Treasurer, and
expended for the support of inmates and the maintenance of
the establishment.
There was on hand at the commencement of the year, October 1,
1861, articles for use to the value of 22,162 74
WThich, with the cash expended, leaves to be accounted for a
value of $68,575 53
If from this we deduct the appraised value of the live stock, pro-
duce and articles purchased, now on hand, and also the cash
unexpended, we shall arrive at the exact cost of maintaining,
renewing and enlarging the whole establishment, for the year
ending October 1, 1862.
Deducting, then
—
Live stock on farm, ....
Produce of farm on hand, .
Carriages and agricultural implements,
Ready made clothing,....
Dry goods,
Provisions and groceries, .
Drugs, medicines and surgical instruments,
Hay and grain,
Coffins and lumber, ....
Boots, shoes and shoe stock,
Paints, oils, colors and glass,
Fuel,
Miscellaneous,
Cash on hand, .....
$4,396 73
3,572 06
2,124 72
3,227 81
889 13
2,053 70
385 45
317 44
217 25
567 59
57 92
64 50
367 00
1,136 36
$19,377 76
We have as the exact cost of maintaining, renewing and enlarg-
ing, as above, $49,197 77
And assessing this sum upon the average number of inmates, we
find the average weekly cost for each to have been... 1 03^8¥
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Deducting further certain items which do not properly belong to
the support of inmates, viz.
:
Transportation of passengers, $359 13
Improvements, 595 40
Repairs, 550 60
Smith and iron, 355 08
Bedding and furniture renewed, 2,580 09
Iron ware, 109 65
Lumber, 187 61
Plaster and lime, 93 24
$5,020 92
We have as the amount actually expended for the care and sup-
port of inmates, for the year ending October 1, 1862, . . $44,176 85
And, as the average weekly number of inmates is 913, the cost
for the year for each will be, $48 39
And the average cost per week, will be 9<3tV
Number in the house at the commencement of the year, . . 974
Admitted during the year, 1,946
Discharged, 2,144
Supported, 2,920
Births, 57
Died, 132
Number of children who have been provided with homes, . . 88
Weekly average, 913
Present number, 776
Of the 1,946 admitted during the year, there were from
Boston, 700
Lowell, 386
Tewksbury, 271
Lawrence, 93
Salem, 60
Charlestown, 44
Cambridge, . 36
Lynn, 34
Newburyport, 21
South Danvers, 19
Waltham, 18
Haverhill, 17
Chelsea and Somerville, 15 each, 30
Gloucester, 14
Marblehead and Andover, 13 each, 26
Woburn, .......... 11
Cambridge, House of Correction) ..... 10
Newton, 8
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Natick, Hopkinton, and Maiden, 7 each, ....
Watertown,
Danvers,
East Cambridge, Concord and South Natick, 4 each, .
Framingham, Billerica, Acton, Holliston, Lexington and
Marlborough, 3 each,
Wilmington, West Newbury, Chelmsford, Rockport, Monson
S. A., and Winchester, 2 each,
West Cambridge, Shirley, Georgetown, Dracut, Pepperell,
Bradford, Bedford, North Reading, Stoneham, Ashland,
North Andover, Medford, Sherborn, Worcester, Methuen,
Melrose and Weston, 1 each,
Born in house,
13
21
6
5
12
18
12
17
57
1,946
The following table will show the number admitted each
month, age when admitted, and sex.
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October, . . 163 91 72 41 23 27 32 18 14 4 1 3
November, . 151 88 63 38 18 36 18 19 10 7 4 1
December, . 98 69 29 18 15 19 18 16 9 2 1 -
January, 138 85 53 25 15 28 22 19 12 12 5 -
February, . 117 63 54 30 22 21 21 13 6 1 3 -
March, . . 170 88 82 49 27 25 26 23 14 5 1 -
April, . . 203 108 95 48 32 49 26 22 17 6 2 1
May, . . . 166 91 75 44 23 33 24 17 11 7 5 2
June, . . . 91 47 44 22 11 14 14 9 8 10 3 -
July, . . . 224 105 119 57 27 46 35 20 20 9 7 3
August, . . 186 92 94 50 18 31 33 21 19 9 4 1
September, . 239 106 133 72 37 49 34 22 14 7 2 2
Totals, . 1,946 1,033 913 494 268 378 303 219 154 79 38 13
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Of the foregoing there were born in
Ireland,.......
Massachusetts, (mostly foreign parents,) .
England,
British Provinces,
Maine, .
New York,
New Hampshire,
Scotland,
Unknown,
Germany,
Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut and Penn
sylvania, 12 each,
Ohio,
France and at sea, 5 each,
Prussia,
Maryland and Switzerland, 3 each, .
Western Islands, New Orleans, North Carolina,
New Jersey, Illinois, Fayal, Indiana, Wash-
ington, D. C, Sandwich Islands, and Hol-
land, 1 each, ......
879
584
88
79
51
50
48
43
24
14
48
8
10
4
6
10
1,946
As the amount paid for milk in past years usually exceeded
$3,000 per annum, while from lack of manure the improvement
of the farm was an impossibility, except at an exorbitant cost
for such as could be purchased, it was determined to try the
experiment of producing the milk on the premises, and securing
thereby an abundant supply of fertilizin gmaterial,—while per-
haps the prime cost of the milk might be lessened. The project
encountered much opposition. But the trial has been persevered
in, and the result shows that an ample supply of milk has been
produced at a cash outlay not exceeding $1,600 for the year,
while the effect of the experiment on the farm has been
most salutary.
Fifty-eight tons of English hay have been cut this season,
against thirteen only in the first year of my administration,
—
and the bulk of the land may now be regarded as permanently
improved.
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The milk is now produced at a cash outlay of seven cents per
gallon, and in this outlay is included all the material raised on
the farm and consumed by the cows, which is rated at its full
cash value. The prices formerly paid were 17 and 18 cents per
gallon.
It must be distinctly understood that the above seven cents
per gallon covers every expense, except the labor of feeding
and milking, which is performed by inmates, and is offset as
described in a Note appended.
In making up the statement of " produce of the farm," the
milk has been estimated as worth only 12 cents per gallon,
(instead of the 17 or 18,) and from that sum the entire cost of
7 cents per gallon has been deducted,—leaving a net profit to
the house of 5 cents per gallon, which has been placed in the
column showing the amount of produce.
The milk, perhaps, should be rated at more than 12 cents,
especially in the winter months, but we are too well satisfied
with the result of our experiment to exaggerate its success,
even by claiming the usual market price.
I append a copy of our milk account for quarter ending
September 30, 1862
:
Dr.
For interest on appraised value of 25 cows, . $13 23
For depreciation of dairy furniture, and in-
terest thereon, . . . . . 4 62
For hay and grass, for 3 months, . . 294 48
For meal, for 3 months, . . . . 47 64
For meal from cotton seed, for 3 months, . 52 50
8412 47
Cr.
By 23,299 quarts of milk, at 3 cents, . . $698 97
By 3 calves sold, 3 50
702 47
Profit on milk, $290 00
Note.—1. The labor of feeding and milking is performed by inmates, whose
services in other departments would be worth little or nothing, and for whose
board the house is already debited ; but, as an offset, no credit is given for
the manure, which in value would exceed the cost of hired labor.
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2. No charge is made for depreciation of stock ; because, where a cow loses
value as a milker, she is forthwith slaughtered for the use of the institution,
and produces fully as much as her prime cost, and often more.
3. From lack of pasturage, the system of soiling is pursued.
In the last report, allusion was made to certain permanent
improvements, " necessary and too long deferred," which the
Inspectors had been gradually making during the past three
years, and which had apparently increased the expenses of the
institution, but would henceforth tend to their diminution. It
was further stated that these improvements had been completed,
with the exception of suitable provision for the insane, which
then awaited and still awaits the action of the legislature. It
will be noticed by the above statistics, that these expectations
have been fully realized.
The cash actually expended is less than last year by 17,283.43.
The precise cost of supporting our paupers, repairing all defects,
and furnishing the little improvements always needed in so large
an establishment, is diminished by $1,813.71, while in the
" current expenses " there is a saving of $2,159.46.
It must be borne in mind that these reductions have been
effected in spite of a larger average weekly number, and a
great advance in the prices of many articles of prime necessity.
I cannot close this annual statement, in justice to my asso-
ciates in the administration of the almshouse, without expressing
my obligations for their active and efficient co-operation in their
several spheres of duty, and to yourselves my full appreciation
of your vigilance in guarding the high trust committed to you.
T. J. MARSH, Superintendent
1862.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT—No. 31. 17
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT
To the Inspectors of the State Almshouse, Tewksbury ;
Gentlemen,—I have the honor to present to you the following
Eeport, containing the usual statistical information, relating to
the department under my charge the past year. During this
time, there has been admitted to the institution a less number
of fatally diseased persons than heretofore. We have had less
epidemic disease, than during the previous year ; a few cases
of scarlet fever being the only complaint, that might properly
be classed as such. •
The records show fourteen hundred and thirty-four cases of
sickness ; one hundred and thirty-two deaths ; and sixty-two
births. The accompanying tables will give you all further
information that seems desirable, in order to judge of the
health of the institution, you will find recorded there the
number of cases admitted to the hospitals for the year, and for
each month, the disease or cause of sickness, and the average
number on the sick list ; the number of deaths, the cause of
death, the month in which it occurred, and the age of the
patient ; and the number of births.
I wish, in closing to express my obligations to the assistants,
Drs. Wood and Brigham, and to the nurses, Miss Winsby and
Mrs. Bartlett, for their faithful services in this department.
With sentiments of esteem and respect, I remain,
Your obedient servant,
JONATHAN BROWN, Physician.
State Almshouse, Tewksbury, )
Oct. 1, 1862,
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Table No. 3,
Showing the Number of Births in the State Almshouse, Tewksbury, during
each Monthfrom October 1, 1861, to September 30, 1862, with the Sex
Twins, Stillborn, Birth-place of the Mothers, and the whole Number
since the opening of the Institution.
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Birthplace of Mothers.
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3
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o
October, 3 3 - - - 3 - - - -
November, 7 2 5 - - 1 3 1 1 1
December, 5 2 3 - - 4 - - 1 -
January, 4 3 1 - 1 3 1 - - -
February, 6 2 4 - - 3 3 - - -
March, 11 6 5 - 1 8 3 - - -
April, 5 2 3 - - 5 - - - -
May, 7 5 2 - - 4 % 1 - -
June, 4 2 2 - 2 4 - - - -
July, 4 2 2 - 1 3 1 - - -
August, 6 3 3 - - 3 1 - 1 1
September, ....
—
5 41 13 3 3Totals, .... 62 32 30 2
Whole number since the opening
of the institution, . 653 330 323 24 58 463 86 43 24 25
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CHAPLAIN'S REPORT.
To the Inspectors of the State Almshouse, Tewksbury :
Gentlemen,—In compliance with the established usage of
our institution, I have the honor to lay before you my Eighth
Annual Report, relating to the educational, moral and religious
interest of the people under your inspection.
As in the aggregate of its characteristics, plans of operation,
relations and interests, our institution may be regarded little
else than a miniature world ; so also is it in divers particulars.
Here singular extremes strike hands, and remarkable pages of
history and biographical sketches are brought to light. The
same tide that floats in the ignorant, sometimes brings on its
bosom the scholar, the lawyer, and the professor ; the low-born
and the high come together ; the demented and the talented ;
the foolish and the wise ; the superstitious and the reasonable ;
the vicious and the virtuous ; the grossly irreligious and the
truly pious. Besides, there is such a preponderance of vice,
ignorance and impiety, coupled with a perpetually changing
population, that to make any visible progress in the right
direction, requires untiring zeal and constant vigilance, duly
tempered by wisdom and experience.
This being the condition of things, it becomes pleasant to
report any progress ; but far more so, to be able to say, that in
some respects, at least, the past year has been a complete
success ; if not all that might be desired, all that could
reasonably be expected.
Under the excellent management of the Superintendent and
Matron, we have very orderly, quiet Sabbaths, large religious
congregations, cleanly in person and neatly dressed, and large
Sabbath and week-day schools. Some of the people here are
true Christians. They love the Sabbath and are deeply inter-
4
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ested in all our religious services. The more plainly and
faithfully the gospel is preached, the better they like it. Others,
though enchained by superstition and vice, and deeply sunk in
degradation and wretchedness, are not altogether unwilling to
hear the truth ; and although they may not give any present
evidence of reform, are doubtless influenced more or less, and
in some instances much more than they would be willing to
admit.
Our Sabbath school has been in a prosperous condition
during the whole year, and would doubtless bear a favorable
comparison with any other Sabbath school in the Common-
wealth. Our children have been as quiet and orderly as could
be desired ; and their lessons, with but few exceptions, have
been very perfect, many of our children being able to repeat
their lessons (containing ten or twelve verses in the Testament)
without a single mistake. The aggregate amount of biblical
knowledge acquired in our school per week, will average about
five hundred verses ; and sometimes has been more than seven
hundred. These facts are truly cheering to all lovers of Bible
truth, and must be regarded as the most direct and reliable
means for producing the most blessed results. I feel under
special obligation to Capt. Marsh and his daughter, and to Mr.
Gleason and his associate teachers, for their untiring efforts to
make the Sabbath school what it is.
The singing, both in our public worship and in the Sabbath
school, deserves special notice. Capt. Marsh, as formerly,
assisted by other officers, has furnished us excellent choir
singing in our morning service ; and the children, under the
direction of Mr. Gleason and others, always sing well, and
sometimes charmingly.
The week-day school, under the instruction of Mr. Gleason,
assisted by Mrs. Gleason and Miss Hill, has been altogether
more prosperous during the past year than during any preced-
ing one since the institution was opened. A manifest progress
has been made in nearly all the essentials of a good school.
The standard has been, thorough discipline and perfect recita-
tions ; and such a motto followed up by vigorous efforts would
most certainly result in complete success.
In conclusion, allow me to express my grateful acknowledg-
ment for the lively interest which you have manifested in the
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educational, moral and religious improvement of the people
under your charge ; for your occasional presence at our Sabbath
services ; and for your expressions of sympathy and approval to
me. And as the past has been may the future continue to be.
Respectfully submitted by
J. M. BURTT, Chaplain.
North Tewksbury, October 1, 1862.

